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1. Foreign broadcasts heard in Prague in order of the quality of reception aret 

(a) Radio Diffusion Francaise (RDF) on short wave lengths— Best reception 
without interference* 

(b) British Broadcasting Co. (BBC) — Slightly worse reception than RDF on bjth 
medium and short wave lengths. 

(o) Voice of America (VOA) — On the whole, poor. There is no reception on 
medium wave lengths, as the boradcasts are strongly jammed. Reception 
is sligntly better on wave lengths of 49 and 50 meters. 

Radio Free Europe (RFE)J-Cannot be heard in Prague on medium wave lengths 
because of simultaneous broadcast (presumably from Prague) of two 
programs, usually leoturos and sometimes music. The result is a medio v 
of voices which effectively jams the RFE broadcast. Reception is better 
on short wave for the 1730-1800 program and, I understand, for the late 
evening and night programs. 

2. The most listened to b-roa. leasts (Prague time) aret 

( a ) VOA— 1830-1900 and 2100-2130. 

b) RPE — 1730-1800, 1930 (7) and 2300 (7). 

(o/ BBC— 1400-1415 and 2130-2200. 

(d) RDF — 2000-2100. 


(d) 


Listeners 

W 


preference for newsoasts broadcast by the stations is as follows j 


RDF RDF s handling of straight news is very much appreciated because 
almost every item is followed by a short and very apt commentary explain- 
ing the event reported. The newscast is clear and informative and includes 
ail the news of the day, rather than simply the latest news (listeners 
do not always have time to listen to every newscast and thev appreciate 
the completeness of the KDF summary). The news icems are thus not always 
the latest and may even bo slightly late, but listeners would rather ‘ 
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sacrifice timeliness than completeness. The time of the broadoast is also 
appreciated. The RDF newscast is perhaps the most sought after. 

(b) V0 A- -V0 A newscasts are considered the most alert and its sources the best 
informed. However, the practice of reporting an item only onoe during the 
broadoast anu then without commentary rouses some suspicion among these 
people whom the present state of affairs in Czechoslovakia have taught 
to be distrustful. Also, the broadcast has no unity and does not run 
smoothly. The newscast, for example, is interrupted in the middle by a 
talk that is sometimes uninteresting. The idea probably is to "tie” the 
listener to his radio during the talk, but it is not necessary to force 
Czechoslovaks to remain listening if the forthcoming talk is interesting, 
he interruption of the newscast is unpopular among the listeners who 
wait impatiently for the news. 

(o) BBC Czechs regard BBC's London broadcasts as the most trustworthy, but 

the presentation of news is felt to be a little too dry and matter-of-faot. 

very existence of this station has a strong and positive influence 
on the Czechoslovaks. It is hoped (perhaps too optimistically) that 
efficiencies m reception will eventually bo overcome. It is not nossible 
to judge the quality of REE's five-minute newscast heard in Prague on 

Z r £ Z S ’ Per \ apS 4t W0Uld be P 0ssible to judge the quality of 
fl ^ve-minute newscast heard in Prague on 3 hort wave lengths. Perhaps 
it would be possible to devote more time to news, if possible in the 1730 
transmission. I have heard, however, that individuals in the country in 
western Bohemia have been able to tune in on the station to some extent 
and I have also heard praise of the Voioe of Free Czechoslovakia Broad- 
° asbs - Propagandists very l ikely will soon take note of the fact 

. J l ! ! nl “ d8 r ("Lodgman and Co") have a very negative attitude 
/ard the station. The very fact that the Sudetens are to sha-o the 
broadcasts would be a welcome item for the Prague propagandists. This 
would be especially true if the anti -Communist stations should mention the 
Czeoh Communist regime's preparations to reoall (after Soviet pressure) 
Sudetens of the so-called democratic type. In general, all the western 
stations present their news on happenings inside Czechoslovak after 
‘ on * d0 l a y s - Suoh reports, whether concerned with economic changes 
personal changes, arrests, acoidents or murder, are usually based on 
some actual event. The Czeoh citizen learns hardly anything from the 
zech radio or press and what he does learn is distorted; so that he da t oda 
upon word-of-mouth transmission until he can hear the tru e story in a 
foreign broadcast. The following inoident is an example. I * ° * I 

inclSw ^ G r ernment introduoed 30 ™ far-reaching economic measures. 
Including a tremendous inorease in prices on the free market. The Czech 
press and radio gave no detailed account of this boosting of price-. The 

snaachZZ 8 mZ? f U Z-® m ° r ® oons P io «ws by the preceding oft-repeated 
? Z Ministers Krajoir, Jankovoova and Premier Zapotooky, all deal- 
tha Is a s gxpa prices on the free market. The newspapers mean- 
UStS ° f th ® new prioes 0114 extolling the ris- 
ZlZZf? Sta Z! rd ° f th e irking people . To my knowledge, no foreign 


broadcasting station had. 


given a worthy acoount of this 


- m a wor-CJ 

obvious duplicity on the J.rt of the Communist rorimn. P.,*« r . „„ 
account was given subsequent | I but it would 1 ivo lost Le 

effo0 *? sinoe the P a °Pl« affected would already’ have 
become used to the new situation. * 

Prague listeners' preferences for foreign political commentaries are as follows: 


(a) 


V0A--VOA s Sunday 2100 talks are awaited most impatiently. Prague 
listeners believe their author is Ivo Duohaoek. These talks are lively 
interesting and nearly alwe.ys up-to-dace, as they are oonoerned with 
everyday political and Czech domestic problems. They show that their 
author is acquainted with the needs of the Czeoh listeners. Of the 

taiv! n Z r 8 ua 1 a11 th f mentioned Nations, this one on VOA in his weekly 
intellect ^ penetrates the mentality of the ^zech listener. Czeoh 

intellectuals and also working olass listeners would welcome talks by 
Messrs Heidrich, Papanek, Osusky, (if ho is in the US), Drabek, Hrebik 
t-ttnoh and Provaznikova. These are personalities whom most Czech believe 
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not to be involved in the political struggles known i:o be taking place 
within the Council of Free Czechoslovakia: and, more important, they were 
not involved in intei — party struggles in J r. echo Slovakia... It is we 1 1 
known in Prague that; all is not well m the Council vf free Czechoslovakia 
since otherwise the Council would be asserting itself positively in some 
way. One does not hear of this organization in Czechoslovakia except in 
connection with son:* *wrty-pol itical struggles.. The Czech oeople should 
be told something of the Council's activities by politicians not bearing 
the corispicious stigma of "artics which were in power at u:w time of the 
lf4o coup o Czechs expect to in ivo these matters explained by the 9 0 A 
since they believe these event. - take place in the US., drovica by 
politicians who were in power until the coup I, unless they have since 
cleared themselves • -f guilt) and about whom unflattering reports ur: being 
spread, are not received with enthusiasm.. It is true that mistake.: wore 
made in 1038, before the her... .ns came in, but Czech politicians of :.uc.:e 
times hud in the years 1939-45 a certain political moral prestige 
at homo . Jut in February 1940 u number of Czech politicians lost, prob- 
ably forever, this political and moral prestige, appar .rr:l.y unknowingly 
and without wanting to know they h*.,: lo:.t it. Statistics used in ac- 
counts of tho buying power of the ed do ’ !»;.:• as opposed ;,o that r.r hne 
Czech crown are very effective- .tiro very effective are broadcasts giv big 
the* names of p w.rchs in Labor Camps, m mbers :>f the* frontier guards, 
agents, police informants anc over -eager CP members guilty of crimes 
against humanity. 

(b) 3BC--Iiir:roar;irigly popular a re talks prone:;, bod in weuuti ful diction wid 

pleasant voice by an mmouncer introduced m; r.art i -ir:.sn.:« tiis comments 
on the Communist underestimation of the Trailing o*‘ oorta-n terms, words 
and human ideals are excellent. Other l^e kurus are likewise vre‘J.1 chosen. 
The weekly talks iven by dir Hubert 3ruc- : Lockhart are, 1 v-^ver, a 
chapter in “ hem:; elver . :1s u result of mis s i.neo rn frlori\.ship and love 

for tho Jaec!. ■‘jslovnk. m. ti on, his close re Inti nr: hip with Jr 1 Jones anti 
Jan -iasaryk, .ud hi:; boo!:;s . dir Robert on 3 ov . in w-iaa an 

excellent reputation end is held in high esteem by i'l l "■ i l- sec . This 
esteem represents a tremendous moral capital which should yield ucmsicter- 
rfibc died don- " but v-hif/. i« mi nr a? us led : ■ ■ ; y.±:-. 

.•\u«ki-?nc»: 1 r, y.tti’-i tig ' '.liar, air Robert's •-»<*> n n . ' •*•*. ■ tombed under 

all circumstances with due su r ■ v.i n ness ..ken w '•»->> .w w* -»r. optimistic 
vein, 'is Listeners bc -iui. so enthusiastic that hn nwh hu.ueif to caution 
and caioten them iri an l dv r sueech, Mow me has other extreme 

and Pl.s become extremely pessimistic; the *or.tent ■ , , . ir'avor,, are so poor, 
empty and irrelevant that .^vcii ta . mo.it faith:' >1 .*■' his audionoe be come 

depressed. Also, wii m no comments on articles pubi 5 ,.l .-n. in tho rally 
press, in-: does not usually choose is; ose dosorv^n-: cor:. 1 r i.-xpl ... : ticn. 
instead, his analyses ,re most usually devoted to urt*-: ! or and speeches 
which the person of avesa.y.. in <:e 1 1 b *.u;co cun analyze for n hrisol f . I I 
I 1 the following ounces made in - r 3 ore sent 

Vbfons: 


V.1J Czechoslovaks know that .1 r Robert has 1 -my thing r tu *wvy ; he 
oouiu not be inf i umc-oci ay tho • . r-% always cor rave political 
instructions of his ... upr.ru or a or a a visum nrk > dor . ? n:\ie 0 the 
basic line of his talks * 

(2) his broadcasts should rr.it resombla trie .Sunday arsons of n 
priest ("..if; toman "unsn! bt 11 describes this very weil) 0 

(3) Wien Sir no mrt closes , he should not threaten his audience with 
what may be in store for it. Unhappily., everybody is only too 
aware of that* Instead of saying ” be strong in your hop* and 
goodnight” he should end on m one e raging note, saying something 
like, ,f WQ are standi*. y by you, vu nave nit :':.rsakon you, v/c are 
•working for you, stay • ssuro-1 J :h • t you will pyuri be u r *U i on of 
free people"* 
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5. 


(c) 


RDF— —The nostalgic Calendar of Czech -French Friend shir) 11 finds 
little response among Czech listeners* It would be more useful to 
inform Czechoslovaks of what the French are doing or intend to do, on 
the basis of this truly traditional and well-tried friendship of the 
two peoples, to bring nearer the liberation of the Czechoslovak 
people. Shockworkor Otoe (Votoc?) and his travels to the West are 
not popular because hi s sketches arc poor 0 Announcer Vera is very 
popular among men and women for her lively broadcasts, which are 
close to the everyday life of Czechoslovaks . The political comments 
Qf rad i o mana ger Parcel Ilirsche are listened to with great interest. 

Jwould oe helpful if Mr Horben , an excellent publicist 

with an excellent name, would talk on the Paris radio * 


(d) RFE — 

is therefore difficult, 
casts would apply here*. 


RFE reception is Prague is poor and evaluation 
In general, comments made about VGA broad- 


Czechoslovak audiences discern in the comment of foreign broadcasts two lines of 
completely contradictory thought concerning the prospects for the Communist regime's 
continued existence in Czechoslovakia— profound pessimism, the impression lately 
given by Sir Robert iiruce Lockhart, or such demagogic optirism as that demon- 
strated by the VGA in certain comments it made about the Oatis trial* Czeciios iovals 
are thoughtful and they attach importaice to each small item and each sentence. 
Almost every broadcast is the subject of long debates and analysis among families 
and friends. The commentators therefore bear a tremendous responsibility , It is 
human to want to believe optimistic reports., As a result, a large percentage of" 
Czechoslovak listeners are fully convinced that there will be an earlv downfall 
of the present regime in Czechoslovakia. In the past 13 years they h H ve had only 
two in which they could believe in the home radio, and they have had to rely on 
foreign broadcasts. They do much 11 reading between the lines 11 , dangerous because 
it leads to^fantastic guesses. The prevailing opinion is that the regime v/ill 
crash down within the next six months or at most, within a year (release would 
then be in. raid-1952) . Nobody knows how the downfall is to be brought about, but 
everybody insists it will come and they also insist they heard about it on the 
foreign radio . They arrived at this conclusion "Reading between the lines'* and 
their disappointment and disillusionment will be all the .- rr >nto^ ’ j 

regime is not liquidated by that time, tho prose, t //urld‘ Situation makes Tt 
seam unlikely that the liquidation will take place within that short period. If 
nothing is dene to combat this psychosis, the result will be disbelief in all that 
tho western radio has to say after the year period J - • • - - - 


p 0 This should be prevented 


at any price. The western radio should tell* the Czechoslovaks unhesitatingly' 
honestly and cadidly how the situation stands and v/hat can reasonably be expected 
I know chat nobody can tell exactly when any event can be ©xoectedj and the' 
exigencies of international politics do not allow for completely open speech. Rut 
it should be possible to say that the Czech problem is not the foremost* world 
problem, that the Czech liberation is but a part of tho operation plan of western 
diplomacy, that untiring efforts are being rna..e, that tho Czech liberation 
movement in exile is engaged in a positive activity, that liberation will come 
when the world* s problems have been straightened out, that the period will not 
be as long as the one we have just lived through (1948-51), but that liberation 
is not imminent. In this connection, the people should be told what plans the 
West has for the initial political and economic structure of the new liberated 
country; they should be told that they v/ill freely decide which political parties 
are to exist and who is to be the leader of the country. In the interests of 
political preparedness, the Czechoslovak people should also be told they are partly 
to blame for th-- current disaster, as a result of something resembling political 
immaturity or a selfish sense of personal gain (recall the 1946 elections, when the 
Communist won a large percentage of votes). It in necessary to support the Czechs 
and Slovaks in their truly democratic beliefs, to educate them in political fore- 
sight as an antidote to Communist "political education" * 
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the iv..i;.;re of n. re specific suggestions , 


25X1X 


(a) Xhc daily slandering of western worldj the western press and western 
politicians by t!ij czsnh-o.ovau press, radio and Communist leaders should 
be followed up by a ready answer by western radio broadcasts. These 
matters should be discussed • i h the greatest emphasis and alertness while 
they are still fresh in the .aind# 

(b) The above; also applies to daily events in Czechoslovakia. It should be 
impressed upon, the people that the western broadcasts are well informed, 
that there arc problems, the sources of terror, perjury, reasons for 
dissatisfaction, and so forth. 

(c) The VO a should answer once and for all the daily repeated untruths con- 
cernin'; the -ie-gro problem in the US„ 

(d) A permanent feature entitled n 7ihat the Czech Press Forgot to Mention” 
should be introduced. It should deal with international problems and 
domestic events kept seoret from the Czech people* 

(e) Time should he allotted tc political education of Czech youth, to counter 
Communist education while ti ore is sti. 1 >. time. 


(f) The broadcasts should includ . reports on the political activity and its 
results o p - z-.oh organizations in exile. 

(g) Proof snout ho presented in t ■ r.i.oc: icai. i y repeated broadcasts of the peace- 
ful intentions o ' thz western v.\irlc as v.n answer bo Communist assertions 
about a. 1 logi.-d war "reparations ami warmongers in who West. 

(h) Czech li’tcn« r*:, • n uid be .opt informed of the damage caused by the 
Communist policy in production, trade, foreign trade and agriculture. 

(i) oomon listeners should be told o' the position of women in the West to 
counter Communist tales of the "new equality of women#” 

(j) Lectures sh be given comparing Lite buying power of the old Czech 

orown and oJ* the present vaL ue of the*crovm with regard to the present 
earning pov;nr of ‘workers in Czechoslovakian 


-end- 
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